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8m.On the 24th ultimo 1 had the honor to transmit

for your consideration my opinion upon tome or tu«

questions arising undor tho reconstruction acts therein
referred to. 1 now proceed ta give my opinion on the
remaning questions upon wbleh the military command¬
ers require Instructions.

First, as to the powers and duties of these command-
era. The original act recitos In its preamble that "No
legal Stale governments or adequate protection for llfo
.r property exist'' in tho.-w ten Slates, and that "it is

neuototary that peuco and good order should be enforced"
Hi tboee States "until loyal and republican state govern¬

ments can be legally established."
The first and second sections divide these Statue Into

Ave military districts, subject to the military authority
of the United States as thereinafter prescribed, and
make it the duty of the President to assign from the
officers of the army a general ollleer to the command of
oach district, and to furnish him with a military force to

perform his duties and enforce his authority within tils
district.

1 The third section declares "That it shall be the duty
of oacb officer assigned an aforosaid to protect all person*
in their right* of pereon and property, to suppress insur¬

rection, disorder and violence, and to punUh, or cause

¦toi.be punished, all disturbers of the public peace and
Icrunlnals, and to this end he may allow local cWil tri¬
bunal# to take jurisdiction of and try offendors, or, when
fin his judgment it may be necessary for tho trial of of-
^f> nders, be shall have power to organize military commis¬
sions or tribunals for tbat purpose; and all interference

|uuderoolor of State authority with the exorcise of null-
'tary authority under this act shall bo null and void."

The fourth section provides "That all persons put un-

.der militray arrest by virtue of this act shall be tried

.without unnecessary dolay, and no cruel or unus.ial
ipunlsbmnut shall be inflicted ; and no sentcn^ ot any
^military commission or tribuual hereby authorized, af-
ifeciint: the llfo or liberty of any person, shall be exe¬
cuted until it is approved by the officer in command of

K'*ie district, and the laws and regulations for tho govern-
ent of the army shall not be affected by this act, ex¬

cept In so far as they conflict with its provisions; Pro-

Kded, that no senteifo ol dentli under the provisions of
ia act shall be carried into effect without the approval

.or the President. "

( I be fll'tb section declares the qualification of voters in
«all elections, as well to frame tne new constitution for
¦each State as in the elections to be held under the pro¬
visional government until the new State constitution is
Vilified by Congreafi, and also fixes the qualifications of
*be delegates lo frame tho new constitution.
f The sixth section provides "That until the people of
.aid rebel States shall bo by law admitted to representa¬
tion In the Congress of the United States, any civil gov¬
ernments which may exist therein shall bo deemed pro¬
visional only, and in all respects subject lo the para¬
mount authority of the United Stales at any time to abol-
leh, modify, control, or supersede the same ; and in all
election* to any otlico under such provisional govern-
went*, all persons shall be entitled to vote, and none
¦others, who are entitled to vote under the provisions of
tbe fifth section of this act ; and no perron shall bo eli¬
gible to any office under any such provisional govern¬
ments who would be disqualified from holding office
under the provisions of the third article of said constitu¬
tional amendment. "
Tbe duties devolved upon the commanding general by

.the supplemetary act relate altogether to tbe registra¬
tion of voters and tbe elections to be held under tbe
provisions of that act. And as to these duties they are
plainly enough expre«sed In tbe act, and it is not un¬
derstood that any question not heretofore considered in
tbe opinion referred to has prison or is likely to arise in
respect to them. My attention, therefore, is direct' d to
tbe powers and duties of tbe military commanders under
tbe original act. We see clearly enough that this act
contemplates two distinct governments in each of these
ten mates.the one military, tbe other civil. Tbe civil
government ie recognized as existing at the date of the
net. The military government i» created by tbe act
(Both en provlalonal, and both are to continue until the

Cm Stale constitution is framed and tbe State Sad¬
dled to representation In Congress. Whon that event

lakes place both these provisional governments are to
cease. 1b contemplation of this set, this military
authority and this civil authority are to be carried on

itogothor. Tbe people in these States are made subject
.o both, and must obey both, In fbeir re¬

spective jurisdictions. There is, then, an im¬

perative necessity to dellne as clearly as pos¬
sible tbe line wbich separates the two Jurisdictions, and
the exact scope of the authority of oacb. New as to tbe
civil amhoruv, recognised by tbe act as the provisional
civil Kovernmem, ". coverea every uepnmneni ui civil

jurisdiction in each of tbeee States. It had all the
'characteristics and powers of a Stale government, legis¬
lative, Judicial and executive, and «at In the full and
lawful eierc so of all these power*, except only that it
wji not entitled to repreeentatlon as a State of tho
Union. This existing government is not set aside; it is
recognzed more titan once by the act. It is not in any
.no of lis depanmMts, or as to any one of it* functions,
repealed or mo4tfl|lj)7 this act, save only in the quali¬
fications ofJmMK WO dtttlltications of persons eligible
to efflce, tMMaM Or abiding elections, and the mode
of framing the constitution of the State. Tbe act does
not in any other respect change tbe provisional govern¬
ment, nor doe* tbe act authorise tbe milirnry au¬

thority to change It. Tbe power of further changing
It is reserved, not granted, ami it is re-

Served to Congress, not delegated to the military
commander Congress was not satislied with the organic
lu«, or constitution, under which this eivil government
was established. That constitution was to Ik> chunged
In only one particular to make it acceptable to t'ongr>-s*,
and that was in the matter of the elective franchise.
Tbe purpose, the sole object 01 thin act is to effect that
change, and to ofre«t It by tbe agency of tbe people of
the State, or such of them a9 are made votere by mean*
of elections provided for in the act, and In the mean¬
time to preserve order and to punish offender*, it found
Becessarv, bv military commissions. We are, therefore,
not at a loss to know what powers were possessed by
the existing civil authority. The only question is upon
(be powers conferred on tbe military authority. Wn.it-
.ver power ts not given to the military remains with the
civil government. We see, first ot all, that each of
these Mates la "made ssbject to tbe military authority
of the Knited State* '.not to tbe military authority
altogether, but witb tbis express limitation, "as
hereinafter prescribed." We mutt, then, examine
«hat le thereinafter provided, to find tbe extent
tad nature of the power granted. This, then, la
what is granted to the military commander .The power
.r duty "to protect all persons In their right* of person
nad properly ; to suppress Insurrection, disorder and
violence, and to puntah, or cause to he pnnlahed, all dis¬
turber* of the public peace and criminals, " and be may
do this by tho agency of the criminal courts of the Slate,
or, If necessary, be may have to military tribu¬
nals. This conprisss all the powers given to the mili¬
tary oommander. Here Is a general riause making It
the duty of ths military commander to give protection
to all persons la their rights of person and property.
Considered by itself, and without reference to the con¬
text and to other provisions of tbe act. It ts liable, frum
Its generality, to be misunderstood. What sort of pro¬
tection is hers meant r What violations of the rights of
persons or ol property are hero Intended ? in what
manner is this protection to ho given T Tbeee questions
.rise at once It appears that sons of the military
commander* have understood this grant of power as alt-
comprsbenelve, oonferrng on tbem the power U> remove
the exocutlvs and judicial officer* of ths Stale, and
te appoint other officers In their places, to suspend the
legieiatlve power of tbe State, to take under their con¬

trol, by offlcers appointed by themselves, the collection
and disburseinest of tbe revenues of tbs State, to pro¬
hibit tbe execution of the laws of tbs Stale by the
s^rsocy of Rs appointed officer* and agents, to changs
tbe existing laws In matter* affecting pnrsiy civil and

Bvate right*, to suspend or enjoin the sxsrutioa of the
(menu and decrees of the established (Hate courts,

to Interfere In tbe ordinary admmisirai on of justice in

tbs State courts by preecrlbiag new qualifications for
Jurors, and to changs, upon the ground of expediency,
the existing relations of the parties to contract*, giving
protection to sue party by violating the rights of the
other party. I feel confident that thess military offi¬
cer*. in ait they bare done, hare sappooad that they hsd
fall warrant for their acuoa. Their rdacatioa and train¬
ing nave not been of ths kind to fit them for
lbs delicate and difficult task of giving con¬

struction to such a statute as that now under
nsaal deration- They require instruction, and nearly
nil sf thorn have asked for instruction, to sols* their

£s doable, and to fu-i<«h to thssi n ssfs ground for ths
farms ii is of their duties. Tbsre enn be no doubt as
Lfee mis of censtmstion according to which ws most

interpret this grant of power It is s grant of power to
military authority over etvii rights and elUsens, la time
-oI pint I. It is s new jurisdiction, never granted before,

I tar which. In certain pnrticulnr* and tar ssrtata nnrponss,
1 Abe mlillskiil prlnclpls that tbs military shall bo snbor-

JDnan to the dtll authority, is reversed. Tho nils of
iseastruction to be applied to such s mat sf powsr is
MttH stated la "Dwnrrlg on Stntotss," pegs MS ."A
h&nMp ussnllM a new jurisdiction eoght ts be ciasnsid
pttotfr. " Osided by Urn rats, and In the light of other
rutm ot OMStracUon fsmftiar to ovory lawyer, sepestally

i *tmm tsnbh us that I* firta* oonstrsctlea
be statls daaoss #s ffisst look to tho context sad

¦i no the wMo law, thai general clnaats are to ho
jsiiaWsnsi Mr particular itsssii. gad that sseb coa-
hftiiili k M to fat oa a fecial elands ss to make

r
other parts of the slate te. so

Ed JiStTWb To^ooostdsr, then, IS tbs Ins
¦MclSr|0rmo7aM gvppt It Is ef s potrsr to pro.
HlapasAas V tbdfeW Of person sod propertypgftK sSssraaa

under which ib«M people live. It is a power 10 pre-
nerve, not 10 abrogate; lo sustain Utn existing name of
?ocial order ai.d civil rule, and not a power lo introduce
military rule In ltd place. In effect it is a police power
and the protection, here Intended, n protection of per'
><oaa au4 properly againal violence- Malawi UJ force and
criminal infraction. It is Riven to Meet the contingency
recitod Hi U.e preamble, of a want of "adequate pio-

f,°.r ',rc^ property;" a*d tbe necessity also re-

CHetf, (bat peace and good order should be enforced. "

riiia construction Is made more apparent when we
look at tbe immediate coateii, and aee in what

^£!t>,|W,<l Th?a*H*t *¦*.** ^ protection is to be

L L. £ ' °* P°wer ot protection w lo
MWfinM by the suppression of iufurrccuou di»-
owl rand vio.en< e, and by the punishment, either by
i l!*'"CJL0f State courts, or by military commis¬
sioners, when necessary, of all disturbers of tbe pohnc
pea. e and criminaia; and it m declared tbat ail inter-

.1? tAEnder.?,,orof 8t*U) Mihority, with the exer

.
n>,l'tary authority, shall be null and void.

Ir ih»X «"1CiC6t .
g clause provides for a speedy trial

of tbo oHender, forbids tbe infliction of cruel sod un¬
usual punishment, and requires tbat seuteuco.s of these
military courts, which involve the liberty or life of the
accused, shall have the approval of the commanding
.
' *? to * ""."¦Wee of death, the approval of

t he President, bofore execution. All these sp cial pro¬
visions have reference lo the preservation ol ordor and
protection against violence aud crime. They touch no
other department or function of the civil adin ms

i ration, cava only its criminal jurisdiction, and
oven as to that the clear meauing "t line art is, that k is
not to be interfered with by the military authority,
unlet** when a necessity for Much interference may hasten
to arise. I see no authority nor any shadow of authority
tor interference with any other rourts or auy other juris¬
diction than criminal oouris in tbo exercine of criminul
jurisdiction. The existing civil authority in all lis oiher
departments- legislative, executive and judicial.is le:t
untouched. There is no provision, even under the plea
of necessity, to establish by military authority courts
or tribunals lor the trial of civil cases, or lor tbe iirotec-
lion of such civil rights of person or property as couio
within the cognizance of civil courts as c mtra-distln-
gutshed from >Timiaal cours. In point or fust there
was no foundation for such a grunt ot' power; for the
Civil lights act and the freed men's Bureau act neither
or which is superseded by this act. made ample provi¬
sion for tbo probation of all merely civil rijjhm where
the laws or courts of these States might fail to give lull
impartial protection. I nnd no authority anywhere in
this act for the removal by the military commander of

J 'proper OlDoere of a State, either exccunve or

judicial, or the appointment ol persons to their places.
Nothing short of an express grant of power would
justify the removal or tbe appointment of sucti ao offi¬
cer. There Is no such grant expressed or oveu implied.
On tho contrary tbo net clearly enough forbids it. Tbe
regular Htato officials, duly elected and qualified are
entitled to hold their otllcoa They, too, liave rights
which the military commander is bound to protect, not
authorized to dcsiroy. We ilnd in the concluding clatisc
of tbo sixth section of tbe act that those ollicials are

recognized, and express provision ib made lo perpetuate
them, it is enactod that "iu all oiections to auy ofttcc
under such provisional governments all person* «haU
be entitled to vote, aud nono others, who aro entitled
to vole under the provisions of me nfib section of this
act; and no person shall be eligible to any olllce under
snob provisional governments who would be disqualified
from holding office under the provisions of this
act.' This provision not only recognizes all the
officers of tho provisional government, but in
c.ise of vacancies very clearly points out bow
Ihoy are to bo filled; and that happens to bo in the
usual way, by the people, and not by any other agency
or any other power, either State or federal, civil or mil¬
itary. 1 f.od it impossible unaor the provisions of tlrs
act to comprehend such an official as a governor of one
ol then . Suites appointed lo ollico by one ol tbeso mili¬
tary commanders. Certainly ho is not ibo Governor
recognized by the laws of tbe State, elected by tbe p .ople
of tho Siato, and ciotued as such with the chief execu¬
tive power. Nor ia he apooiuted as a Military Governor
for a State which has no lawful Governor, undor the
pressure of an existing necess.ty, to oxorcise powers at

large. Tho intention, no doubt, was to appoint him to
ill a vacancy occasioned by a military order, and to put
him in the place ol the romoved Governor, to execute
the funci ons of the offioe as provided by law. The law
lakes no cognizance of such an official, and ho la clothed
with no authority or color of authority. Wnat is truo as
to the Governor la equally truo us to ail the other legis¬
lative, executive aud judicial officers of the Stata

JV ,® ®[|»»ry commander can oust one from
his office be can oust them all. lr ho can fill one

vacancy he can All ail vacancies, and thus usurp all
civil jurisdiction into his own hands, or the hands of
those who hold their appointments from him and scb-
ject to bis power of removal, and thus frustrate the verv
right secured to the people by this act. Certainly Ibis
with" .n^r00* cn"u8b

,
ln th* power which it gives.

With all Its severity. tho right of electing thai? own
officers is still left with the people, and It must ba pr.-
servod. 1 must not be understood as fixing limits to the
power or the military commander ia case of an actual
insurrection or not. It may happen that an insurrecti on
in one or theao States may be to general and lormidable
as to require the temporary suspension of ail civil gov-
ernment and the establishment ol martial law in its
place. And the same thing may be true aa to local dis¬
order or riot In reference to the civil government of tbe
city or place where it breaks out Whatever power is
nocesKury to moet such emergencies the military com¬
mander may properly exorcise. I confine myself to the
proper authority ol the military commander where

£f*c* *ud ord«r Prevail. When peace and order do pre-

InilL? n°.i a"°1wat,1° 10 displace tbe civil officers and

i». lSeir Pl*ce» under any idea thai
the military commander can belter perform bis duties

e? » *ff®nor?Lpnrpo"" of lhe ,ct the
agoncy or civil offlcers of bis own cboice rather than bv
the lawful incumbents. The act gives him no rigat to
reeort i° such agency, but doea gfve him the right to

» sufficient military force" to enable hiui -to per-

ditrtrV i,Ml? en^orc® "uthorlty witbin tho
district to which be ia assigned. " In the suppress.on of

nde^V011 "r1 f'0'' ltl® Military commander is wholly
Independent of tbo civil authority. So, too, in the trial
and punishment ol criminals and offenders ho may
supersede tbe civil jurisdiction. His power Is to
©xerciaed in tbeso special cmergoocles. aid meanR

jre punnto his hand, by which It is ioZ exemsed
"y. ' a .ufllclont mil.tary force to enable such

officer to jterform his duties and enforce his authority "

and tnil.'tary tribunals of his own appointment to try
and punish offenders These are strictly military powers

2?acu v' mt"tary authority, not by the civil
authority or b/ civii officers appointed by bim
to periora Ordinary civil duties, if these emer-
genciee do not happen, If civil order la preserved and
criminals are duly prosecuted by the regular criminal

maT,n^?v.B,"'nry ,lhon*bmala passive, lta proper runction is to nreserve tun

SKL»Kf p,^pt'y "ben the peace is

, ?n ,hM U d,,ne ttnd the Civil author!

.*yK**a,n i*r*'-T t*»umo its functions tbe military
f T^r, 0'U*8 P""*'**. bul on guard and watch-

In judgment, is the whole scoj* of the
military power couierred by ibis act; and in amving at

I thia construction of tbe act I bave not round it neces-
sarv to resort to the strict constrtici Ion which n allow¬
able. What haa been paid Indicates my opinion as to
aiijr supposed power ol the military com.nonder to
clianKe or modify the laws in force. The military com¬
mander is made a oonserv ator or the peace, uot a legis¬
lator. Hid dunes aro military duties, executive duties,
not legislative duller He li n« no authority to eua t or
declare a new code of laws for the people witlno his
district under any idea that he can make a better
code than the people have made for tuemseives. The
public policy is not commuted to bis discretion. The
<\>ngre*a wnich passed this act undertook In certain
gr.ivo particulars to change these laws, and these
cliauges being made the Congress saw no farther ne¬
cessity of change, bat wore content to leave all the
other laws in lull force, bat subject to this empbattc
declaration, that as to these laws and such lutare
changes as might be expedient the question of ex-
pedieuey and the power to alter, amend or abolish nan
reserved for "the paramount authority of the United
States at any time to abolish, modify, control or super¬
sede the same." Where, men, doc* a military com¬
mander find his authority "to abolish, modify control
or supersede" any one of these laws ? The enumera¬
tion of the extraordinary powers exercised by the mili¬
tary commanders In some of the districts would extend
this opinion to an unreasonable length. A few instances
must sufBce. In one of these district* the governor of
a State has been deposed under a threat of military
force, and another person, called a governor, baa been
appointed by the military commander to All his place.
Thus presenting lbs strsnge spectacle of an official en¬
trusted with the chief power to execute the laws of the
State wboee authority is not recognised by the laws he
Is called apon to execute. In tne same district tbe
judge of on.- of the criminal courts of the State haa been
nummanly dealt with. The act of Congress does give
authority to the military commander, In cases of neces¬
sity, to transfer tbe jurisdiction of a criminal court to a
military tribunal. Tnnt being tbe specific authority over
the criminal oourta given by tne set no other antnority
over them csn be lawfully exercised by the military
commander. Bat In this instance the judge bat, by mi-
llury order, been ejected froru hie office, and a private
citizen haa been appointed Judge m hie plaoe, by mili¬
tary authority, and is now in tbe exercise o: criminal
jurisdiction "over all crimes, mtsdsmeanora and of¬
ftakes" committed within tbe territorial juriadictien
of the court. This military appointee is certainly not
authorised to try any one for any offence as a member of

a military tribunal, and be has Just as tittle authority to
try and puniab any offender as a judge of a criminal court
ol the state. It happen* that this private cltixen, lb as
plae. d en the beocb, is to sit sa tbe sole judge ia a crim¬
inal court w boee jurisdiction extends to cases involving
the Hie of tbe an used. If be hw any Judicial power in
any ceee, lie has the same power to take cognisance of
capital case*, and to sentenoe the accused to death and
order bis execution. A strange spectacle t where tbe
Judge and tbe criminal may very well "change places
for if tbe criminal ha* unlawfully taken life, so too does
the judge. This la ths inevitable result, for ths onlytribunal, the only Judgee, if they can be called Judges,
which a military commander can constitute and appoint
.adsr this act, to inflict tbe death penally, ia a military
court composed of a board, and called In the act a 'mili¬
tary commission. " I see no relief for tbe condemned
against the sentence of this agent of the military cow¬
mandor. It li not the sort of coert whose sentence of
death Bast be Irst approved by the commander and
Anally by the President ; for that n allowed only wbere
tbe sentence Is pronoenced by a " militarycommission." Nor Is H a ssatence pronounced by the
rightful court of the Mate, but by a oonrt and by a
judge net clothed with authority under the laws of the
iNate, but constituted by the military authority. As the
repreeentatlve of this military authority, this art for-
bids interference " under oolor of State authority " with
the exerslnr of bis functiona In another one of thees
districts a military order commands the Governor of tbe
State to tetWd the reassembling of the Legislature, and
thee suspends tbe proper legislative power or the Mate.
In tbe mm district an order baa been lamed .. to re-
Done the Trassurer of the State from the datlea, bonds,
booftn, pnperu, he , appertaining to bis office," and to
put an " aaamtant quartermaster of faited Mates volsn-
teeru" m place of the removed iruMuwr, the duties of
Which quartermaster-treasurer are thua summed up -

¦e is to make to the headquarters of the dietrirt "The
same reports and returns required from lb* Trsaourer
end a monthly statement of receipts and eipondituree
be will pur aU warrants for sulurfso which av ho or
become dun, and legltlmntn expenditures for the
support of the penitentiary, State asylum, and

sapper* of the mount male yirer.isgt,

but bo Mrip or warrant* for eutsUindiug debts of other
« uid thau those specified will tie paid witboul special
authority trout those headquarters. He will deposit
lu"ds 10 the name muuiiur as luough tuey wore Hume ui

Uie United States." lo auother ol tli.se districts a

body of military edicts, msued in general and special or¬

ders regularly numbered, and >o oecas>»nal circulars
have been promulgated, wbicli already beriu .« assume

lite diuieueious of a code. I heae military order* modify
tho existing law in the remedies lor (ue collection of
debts, the enforcement of judgments aud decrees for tbe
payment o( money, slaying proceedings instituted, pro-
u. oiling, 111 certain cases, tbe right to bring suit, enjoin-
mg proceedings on execution tor the tenn or twelve
moDltis, giv.ng new Hens in certain coses, establishing
homestead exemptions, declaring what shall be a legal
tender, abolishing iu certoiu cases the remedy by for¬
eign attauiimeut, abolishing bil "as heretofore
authorized" in canes <z arntrai tu, but not in

"other cases, known aa actions a delicto," and
changing, la several particulars, the exi'ting laws as

to the pum-hnient ol crimes, and direct :ng that tbe
crimes re; erred to "shall be panlsnrd 1>» imprisonment
at bard labor for a term not exceeding ton year* nor
less than two yean, in the discretion of tue court
having jurisdiction thereof." Uue of these general
utters, being number ten of the series, contains no less
than seventeen sections euribodylng the various changes
and modifications which have been recited. The ques¬
tion al once arises in tbe wind of every lawyer, what
power or discretion belongs to Ute court having juris-
dicuun of any of there ofTemes, to s«uu>u'0 a criminal
to any other or diltercnt punmiueni than that provided
by tbe law which vests him wnh jurisdiction. l'he
concluding paragraph of litis order, No. 10, is »u these
word*: ' Any law or ordinance heretofore in force in

North Carolina or South Caiulma, iucoututent with the
pruvuioo* uf this general order, are her' by suspended
and declared inoporative." Thus announcing not ouiy
a power lo suspend the laws, bnt to declare them
netrraify .nnporatlve, and assuming full powers of
legislation by the un itary authority. The ground
upon which these extioordiuary powers are bused is

thus set forth in military order No. 1, »-*no<l in this dl.s-
triot:."Vim civil government now existing In North
Carolina and South Carolina is provisional ouiy,
a .id in all roepec » subjeot to the paraiuouut
authority of the United Stales at any time
to abolish, modify, control or supcrsedo the same. '

Thus far t ho provisions of' Ihe act of Congress ar well
recited. What follows is in theeo words:.'"Local laws
and municipal regulations not Inconsistent with tbe
constitution and laws ol tue Unit: d htai.es, or tho pro lu-
luutrous of the President, or with tuch regulations as are

or may bo proscribed in the orders ol lie commanding
general, are hereby dociured to be in force; and, in con¬

formity therewith, civil olhoers are Hereby authorized
lo continue luo exercise of llieir propor I u notions, asd
will be respected and obeyed by the inhabitants. " This
construction of his powers under the act of Congress
places the military commander ou tho sanio fooling as

tue Congress of the United Staiet. It assume* that "the
paramount authority or the United State* a', any limo lo
abel.sh, modify, conirol or supersede," i~- vented in bitn
us lully as it is re.-erved to Congress. He deems
htmseli a representative ol that paramount authority,
lie puts himoclf upon au equality witu the law-making
poworof the Union, the only paramount authority in

our gov ruuieut, so lar, at loan, as the enactment ol
laws is concerned. Hu placcs niraself on turner ground
than tbo President, who is simply au executive oidcer.
He assumes, din ctly or indirectly, all tbe au. horny of
the State, legislative, executive and judtciul, and in
eil'ocl declares " I aui the State." 1 regret thai 1 hud it

necessary to speak so plainly o>' lhn assumption ot au¬

thority. 1 repeat what 1 have hereto. ore said that 1 do
not doubt tout all these orders have been issued under
an honest belief that they were necessary or expedient,
and fully warranted by the act of Congress. There may
be evils and mischiels iu tin luwswh.cn these people
have made for themselves, through their own legislative

b idiey, which require change, but none of these can oe

so intolerable us the evils auu mischiefs which must
ensue from tbe sort ol remedy applied. Ono can

plainly seo what will be tho inevitable confusion and
disorder which s..cu dislurliances of tho whole civil
policy of tbe State must produce. Il' the-e quinary
edicts are allowed to remain even during the brief time
in whicn this provisional military goveninont may be
In power, U;c seeds will be sown for such a futuro har¬
vest of litigation as has never been Id flictod upon any
other people. Ihere is, in my opinion, an executive
duly to be performed hero wbicii cannot salely be
avoided or delayed. For, notwithstanding the para¬
mount authority assumed by these commanders, they
are not, oven as to their proper executive duties, lo any
sense, clothed with a paramount authority. They are,

at least, subordinate executive officers. They are respon¬
sible to the Presidont for tho proper execution of their
duties, and upon lnm rests tbe final responsibility. They
aro bis selected agents. His duty is not ail poriortned
by selecting such agents as be deems competent, but tbe
duty remains with him to see to it that they execute
their duties faithfully and according to law. It is true
that this act of Congress only refers to the President in
the matter of selecting and appointing theeo command¬
ers, and in tho ma.ttor of their powers and duties under
tho law, the act speaks in terms directly to them ; but
this does nol relieve them from their responsibility to
tbe President, nor does It relieve him from the consti¬
tutional obligation imposed apon him to see that all "tho
laws be faithfully executed." It can scarcely be neces¬

sary lo clta authority for so plain a proposition as this.
Nevertheless, as we have a recent decision completely
In point, I may as well refer to it. Upon the motion
made by the State of Mississippi before the Supreme
Court of the United States at Its late term, lor leave to
Utf a bill against tho President ol the Uuued states, to
enjoin him against executing tho very arts of Congress
now under consideration, the opinion of the court upon
dismissing Ibat motion, and it seems to bavo been unan¬

imous, was delivered by tbo Ch.ef Just.ce. 1 make the
following quotation from the opinion:."Very different
is the duty or tbe President in the exercise of tbe power
lo see that tbe laws are faithfully executed, and atuoug
those laws tbe acts named In tho bill. Hy the first
of these acts he Is required to assign generals to com¬
mand in the several military districts, and to detail
sufficient military force (o enable such officers to dis¬
charge tb«ir duties under the law. My the supplemen¬
tary act other duties are Imposed on the several
commanding generals, and their duties must necessarily
be performed under the supervision of the President ivj
Commander-in-Chief. The duly thus Imposed on the
President is In no just sense ministerial. It is purely
executive and political." Certain questions have been
propounded from one of these military districts touch¬
ing the construction of the power of ihe military com¬
mander to constitute military tribunals for the trial of
offenders, which 1 will next consider. Whilo tbe act
doet not In term? displace toe rogulnr criminal courts of
the Slate, It does give tbe power to the military com¬
mander, when in hie judgment a necessity arises, to
take the administration of the criminal law into his own
hands, and to try and puui.-h offenders by mean*
of military commissiuua. Id giving construction
to ibis power, we uiust not forget the recent
and authoruativs exposition gtwn by the Supreme
Court of tbe United States a.« to the power of Congress
to provide for tuliiury tritniuais lor tho trial of citizen*
In time of peace, and to tbe emphatic declaration us to
which there was no MsmM or difference or opinioo
among the judges, tuat *uch a power Is not warranted
by the constitution. A single extract from the opinion
of the minority as delivered by tbe Chief Justice will
suffice:."We by no means assert that Congress can
establish and apply the laws of war where n war ha*
been declared or exist*. Where peace exists tbe laws of
peace must prevail. What we do maintain is that wnen
ino nation is involved in war and some portions ol tbe
country are Invaded, and all are exposed to invasion, it
is witbin the power of Congress to determine in what
States or Districts sucli great and imminent public dan¬
ger exists as Justifies the authorization of military tri¬
bunals for tbe trial ol crimes and offences against tlm
disc ipline or security of the army or against the public
safety." Limiting myself here simply to the construc¬
tion of this act of Congress and to the question in what
way It should be executed, I have no hesitation in say¬
ing that nothing short of an absolute or control-
ln» necessity would give any color of authority for ar¬

raigning a citizen before a military commission. A per¬
son charged with crime in any of these military dis¬
tricts has lights to be protected, rights the most sacred
and inviolable, and among these mo rignt of trial by
Jury according to laws of the land. When a cltnen is

arraigned before a military commission on a criminal
charge be Is no longer under the protection of law, uor
surrounded with those saloguards which are provided
in tho constitution. This act, passed in a time or pcsce,
when sU the courts, State and redcral, are in the undis¬
turbed exercise of their jurisdiction, authorises, at tbe
dmcretioa of a military officer, the seizure, trial and
condemnation of the citizen. Tbe aocused may be sen¬
tenced to destb, and tbe sentence may s executed,
without an indictment, without counsel, without a Jury,
and wlthont a judge. A sentence which forfeits all tbe
property of the accused requires no approval. It
it affect* the liberty of the accused it requires
the approval of tbe commanding general; and If
It aflscta his life It requires tbe approval
ol tbe general and of the I"resident, miliary and sxecu-
tive authority rule throughout. In tbe trial, tbe sen¬
tence, aad the execution. No habeas corpus from any
State court can be Invoked ; for this law declares tbst
..all Interference, under color of State authority, witti
the exercise of military authority under this act, shall
be null and void.'' 1 repeat it, that nothing short of an
absolute necessity can give any color of authority to a

military commander to call into exercise snch a power.
It Is a power tbe exercise of which may involve bitn
and every one concerned in tbe gravest responsibilities.
The occasion for its exercise should be reported at oace
to the Executive for snch instructions as may be deemed
necessary and proper. Questions have arsen whether,
under this power, tbese military comml'slonen csn take
cogsizaace of offences committed before the passage of
the act, and whether they can try and punish for acts
not made crimes or oflences by federal or Stats law. I
am clearly of opinion that they have no

jurisdiction as to sltber. They can take cog¬
nisance of ne oflence thai baa not happened after
tbe law look a(tact Inasmuch as the tribunal to punish
and the measure or dsgres of puhlshmsnt are sstab-
lisbsd by ibis act. we must construs it to be prospective,
and not retroactive. Otherwise it would take the char¬
acter of an #¦ pt* fw*o law Therefore, In «the absence
of an* language which gives the act a retrospect, I do

Ml healtalc to sny It eannot apply to past offencea. There
ia no legislative power given under this military hill to
establish a new criminal coda. Tbe astherity given is to
try and punish criminals and offcnders, and this proceeds
ira l*o idsa that onross and offsacss have been commit¬
ted; but ne person can be callsd a criminal or an offender
tor doing na act which, when done was not prohibited
by law. Bat an to lbs measure of pnaiahment, I regret
to be obliged to say that it la Ml altogether to the mili¬
tary enihefltleo, with only tble limitation, that tbe pun¬
ishment to be inflicted sbsil not he cruel or anusual.
Tbe military commission may try the accused, Ox tbe
meaaare of nonlabmsat, oven to tbe penally of death,
and direct the ssessticn of tbe.iiansa. It la only whoa
the ssntsons aftH tbs "Ufa or liberty" at tbe penen
thnt it need he approved by the commanding gensrsL
and ably M oasss Whsre it affeoto tbe life of tbe accused
thai it nssdi alao tbe approval of tbe rrIdeal, a» to
crime or afttin agaiast the lawn of tbe United States,
the military aathorn/ can take no cegntaaMO of then,
nor la any way Interfere with tho regular adminin¬
tra!ton efjoettoe by tbs appropriate federal courts.

In the opinion heretofore given upon other questions
arising under thoee laws, I gave at large for year con¬
sideration the croaads upon which my conclusions

i were ait feed at, totenstag thereafter to state these oon-
elusions ia a ceastas aad rlsnr stmmurt I now proceed
to esereto thai Mrpaee, which is m«*» especially neese-

sary Irom Ifte aad <*«»« »»)cn have arMHt

upon that opinion id the public mind, caused in part by
the errors of U« telegraph and tUo press in Its publica¬
tion, ami iu part by the inaptitude of tbe general reader

to follow carefully the success, ve and dependent steps of
a protracted legal opinion

SUMMARY.WHO ARJf ¦»TITLED TO *KGI "T*^TIOI«
1. Tbe oath prescribed In tbe supplemental act ileQnos

all tne qualification* required, and every person wbo can
talc > that oath is entitled to bave bis name entered upon
tbe list of voters

2. Tbe board of registration bave no authority to ad¬
minister any otber oath to the person applying for regis¬
tration than tbis prescribed oath ; nor to administer any
oath to any other person touching the qualifications of
the applicant or the falsity of tlio oath so taken by him.
The act to guard against falsity in the oath provides
that, if talse, the persou taking it shall be tried and pun-
isnod for perjury. No provision is made for challenging
the qualifications of the applicant or entering upon any
trial or investigation of his qualifications, either by wit¬
nesses or any otber form of proof.

3. As to citizenship and residence. Tbe applicant for
registration must be a citizen of the state and of the
United States, aa4 must kl . resident of a county includ¬
ed in tbe oieOi. 1MM He may be registered ii ho
has been neb oMtan taf a period lest than twelve
months at tbe time fee sypliM for registration, bat he
cannot vote at any «|mUm unless his citizenship has
then extended to tbe fall term of one year. As to such

a person tbe exact length of bis citizenship should lie
noted opposite his name on the list, so that it may appear
on the day of election, upon referoce to tbe lilt, whether
the full term has then been accomplished.

4. An unnaturalized person caonut take this oath, but
an alien wbo haa been naturalized can take it, and no
other proof of naturalization can be required from htm.

6. No one who is not twenty-one years of age at the
time of registration can take tne oath, for he must swear
that he ha* then attained that age.

0. No one wbo has been disfranchised for participation
In any rebellion against the IJ-ited States, or for felony
committod against the laws of any Stale or of the United
states, can safely take this oath. The actual participa¬
tion in a rebellion, or the actual commission of a felony,
does not amount to disfranchisement. Tbe sort of dis¬
franchisement here meant is that which is declared by
law passed by competent authority, or which has been
fixed upon the criminal by tbe sentence of the court
which tried him for tne crime. No law of the United
States his declared the penalty of disfranchisement for
participation in rebellion alone. Nor is it known
that any such law exists in either of these ten States,
except perhaps Virginia, as to wbicb Mate special in-
btructions will be given.

7. As to disfranchisement arising from having held
olltce followed by participation iu rebellion. This is the
most important part of the oath, and requlreH strict
attention to arrive at its meaning. I deem it proper to
give tbe exact words. Tbe applicant must swear or
attirm as follows:.

That f have never been a member of any State legisla¬
ture, nor lieM any executive or judicial ollice iu any Mate,
and alterwards engaged In an insurrection or rebellion
agaiiuU the United diales, or given aid or comfort to the en¬
emies thereof ; that 1 have never taken an oath as a member
ol Congress ot the United htates. or as an oiliwr oi the
United .-.t.ites, or an a member of any State legislature, or as

an executive or judicial olle«:r of any Stale, to support the
Constitution of the United htates, anil afterwards eugaged

m Insurrection or rebellion against tne United States, or
given aid or comfort to tbe enemies thereof.
Two ol inenis must concur in order to disqualify a per¬

son under ibmc clauses: First, the ollico and olliclel
oath to support the Constitution of the United Htates:
Second, engaging afterwards in rebellion. Both must
exist to work disqualrllcation, and must happen in the
order of lime mentioned. A person wbo ha* hold an
ollice aud taken the oath to support the Federal Consti¬
tution, and has not afterwards engaged in rebellion, is
not disqualified, bo, loo, a person who has engaged in
rebellion, but has not heretofore held an ollice and taken
that ua' n, is not disqualified.

b Ullicers of the United States.As to these tbe lan¬
guage Is without limitation. Tne person wbo has at any
lime prior to the rebellion held any ollice, civil or mili¬
tary, under tbe United States, and has taken an official
oath (o support tho constitution of tbe United States, is
subject to disqualification.

9 Military officers of sny State, prior to tho rebellion,
are not subject to disquahflcaiion.

10. Municipal offleors, that is to say, officers of incor¬
porated cities, towns and villages, such as mayors, alder¬
men. town conucit, police, and other city or town
otlicers are not subject to disqualification.

11. Persons who have, prior to the rebellion, been
members of tho Conpress of tbe United Slates, or mem¬
bers ol a State Legislature, are subject to disqualifica¬
tion. Bui tho.se who bavo been members of conven¬
tions framing or amending the constitution of a Ssiate,
prior to the rebellion, are not subject to disqualifica¬
tion.

12. All the executive or judicial offloors of any Stato
who took an oath to support the constitution of tbe
United States are subject to disqualification, and in
these 1 include county ofHeers, as to whom I made a
reservation in the opinion heretofore given. After full
consideration I bave arrived at tbe conclusion that they
aro tubject to disqualification, If they were required to
take as a part of their official oath tne oath to support
Uie constitution of tbe United States.

13. Persons wbo exercised mere agencies or employ¬
ments under Stato authority are not disqualified suoh
as commissioners to lay out roads, commissioners
of public works, visitors of stato institutions, directors
of State banks or other State institutions, examiners of
banks, notaries public, commissioners to take acanowl-
edgments of deeds and lawyers.

SNOSGUIO IK RHBKLLIOK.
Having specified what offices held by any one prior to

tho rebellion come within tbe meaning of tbe law, it is
necoasary next to set forih wbat subsequent conduct fixes
upon such person the offence of engaging In rebellion. I
repeal, that two things must exist as to any person to
disqualify htm from voting : first the ofiice held prior to
tbe rebellion, and, afterwards, participation in tho rebel¬
lion.

14. An act to ox upon a person too oirenee or engag¬
ing in rebellion under this law must be an overt and
voluntary act, done with (tie ntont of aiding or farthering
the common unlawful purpose. A person forced into tbe
robol service by conscription, or under a paramount au¬
thority which ne could not safely disobey, and who would
not have entered such service if left to the free exercise
0' fe'? own will, cannot be held to be disqualified from
votiug. .

16. Mere acts of charity, where the Intent is to relieve
the wants of the object oi sncb charity, and not done
in aid of tbe cause in which he may have besn engaged,
do not disqualify. Bat organized contributions of rood
and clothing for the general relief of persons engaged in
the rebellion, and not or a merely sanitary character,
bat contributed to enable them to perform their unlaw-
fol object, may be classed with acts which do disqualify.
Forced contributions to the rebel cause, In me lorn of
taxee or military assessment*, which a person may be
compelled to pay or contribute, do not disqualify ; but
voluntary contributions to the rebel cause, even such
Indirect contributions as arise from tbe voluntary loan
of money to rebel authorities, or purchase of bonds or
securities created to aflord the means of carrying on the
rebellion, will work disqualification.

10. All those who, in legislative or other official capa¬
city, were enga«ed in the furtherance of the common
uuia»iul purpose, where the duties of the office neces¬
sarily had relation to the support of tbe rebellion, such
as members of tho rebel convention*, congresses and
legislatures, diplomaticMM of the reliel confederacy,
and oiber utile als whose offices were create 1 for the pur¬
pose of more effectually carrying on hostilities or whose
dutiee appertained to the support of the rebel cause,
must be ueid to be disqualified. Bat officers who, dar¬
ing the rebellion, discharged otlicial duties not incident
to war. hut only sncb duties as belong even to a state of
peace, and were necessary to the preservation of order
und ttie administration or lnw, are not to be considered
as i hereby engaging in rebellion or as disqualified. Dis¬
loyal sentiments, opinions or sympathies would not
disqualify bat where a percon has by speech or by writ¬
ing incited others to engage in rebellion, he must come
under tbe disqualification.

17. The duties or the Board appointed to superintend
the elections. 1 his Board, having the custody of the list
of registered voters in the district for which It is consti¬
tuted, must see that the name of the person offering to
vote is found upon the registration lisk and if sncb proves
to be tbe fact, It is the daty of the Board to receive his
vote. 1'hey cannot receive the vote or any person
whoec name is not upon the list, though he may be
ready to take tbe registration oath, and although he
may satls'y them that be waa unable to have his name
registered at tbe proper time, in consequence of absence,
sickness, or other cauee. The board cannot enter into
any inquiry as to the qualitteaitons of any person whose
nsme is not on tbe list, or as to tbe qualifications of aay
ponton whose name ¦ on the list.

id. t he mode of voting la provided In the act lo be by
ballot. Tbe board will keep a record and poll-book of
the election, showing tbe votes, list of voters, and the
persons elected by a plurality of the rotee cast at the
election, and make returns of tbeee to the commanding
general of tbe district.

19. The board appointed for registration and for super
intending the elections, must take the oath prescribed
by the act of (.ongreee, approved July g, 1863, entlUed,
"An act to preecribe an oath # oillce."

1 have the honor to be, with great reepett,
HEN BY STANBEKY, Attorney General.

GROWLS FROM VARIOUS SOURCES.
Governor Brownlow has tbls imiable way of talking

about a political antagonist. |llad be the strength of
six yean ago, he says, "you would stick your lying
tongue In a bucket of hot ashee bet ore you would assail
me." He la confident, however, of handsomely beating
"the vulgar blackguard, professional gambler and poli¬
tic*] eedltlonlst" at tbe polls on tbe 1st of August. After
assuring hie adversary that "if a llan' lair wen held
In Tenneeeee you would take all the premiums," and

indulging la other epithets twenty tlmea worse than

these, Im tells him he Is not able to give him at this
time se extended s notice as he deaervea.
Tbe Pitteburg Commercial la grumbling about the New

York politicians. It says tbey an generally In hot wa¬

ter, and proceeds to state that '-Governor Fenton and
Senator Morgan do not Just a present bitch well. Tbe
fetter Is destroas to get on the national ticket, and Gov¬
ernor Fenton Is supposed to bs somehow In tbe way.
Tbe appointasent of copporbeads to federal offices and
desaocnls to State positions has made trouble. It is ths
usual complaint; even Salmon P. Chase had a gnat
proclivity for putting and keeping copperheads in
often."
Tbe Philadelphia Brtning TrUgrap* (Republican) has

tbe Mowing growl about n certain class of Its cittsens:
We boMly escort thai, ss a rule, tbe citlsens of tbe

border oountlee of our State wen dleloyal ; that they did
net sympathise with lbs war; that they opposed tbe
government by every means in their power and
wished tbe sncoeee of the South.
Tbe New Orleans PietywM Is growling at General

Lungetrsei en account of hts recent letter. It tense tbe
gnsutent n "soldier's blnndsr," and anys lbs writer's
mesons for hie eonvsnten w radicalism .'snteo paerlte
sad illogical to ban effect open Us " souno of say
ponsa who Is not bnatlng for an ozensa to put teewsid
for changing a pcsiuo* » which be is naeonfortaN* "

CRIME IN BROOKLYfl.

The HkidiMi* Caw-Tb* Trial to Take Place
Ta-Uay.Trouble Hetweea Iba Priaoaor and
Ilia Canine*l.A Ntaaular Incident.
The trial of William T. Skidmore, indicted for the mur¬

der of William B. C'arr. which is eel down for to-day in
Ik* Court of Oyer and Tonniner, before Judge Barnard,
proa idea to be tbe sensation of the week. Although
tbe prisoner ailU refuses 10 consult aita tbe counsel,
Messrs. I'earsell and Hushes, assigned by tbe Court to
to defead him, Judgo Bernard Mates that the trial must

take place to-day. Ample opportunity was afforded
Hit idmore to employ whatever counsel he might have

desired; bnt he failed to retain any, and, as far as It yet
known, nude no attempt to, more than once, when bis
friends, as be says, endeavored to secure the services of
James T. Brady, aad werefansuecessful. It is reported,
however, that since the above named gentlemen were

assigned Bkidmore bos received tbe visit* of a well
known criminal lawyer at tbe Raymond street jail, with

a view of retaining htm as counsel during tbe trial, and
this is tbe reason why be will not consult with Messrs.
Pearsall and Hugkee. If this be true, in all probability,
then, this lawyer will appear in court 10-day and uuder-
take to conduct the prisoner's case a proceeding
winch no doubt will be strongly opposed by tbe other
counsel, wbo feel that, as they were assigoed by the
Court, and not permitted to withdraw from the ca»e,
although desirous ot doing so, since Skidmore refused to
consult with tbom, they should not be trilled and
interfered with in this style. Had tbe prisoner inti¬
mated to the Court that he desired the trentleraan wltb
whom he is said to be consulting to deiend his ca-.e
tbe Court ^nigbt have assigned the gentleman or given
op|ioruinity to Bkidmore to retain him. But nothing
of the kind as yet appears to have been done; and when
all parties appear in court this morning a singular condi¬
tion of aU'airo may be ei peeted. Undoubtedly Hkid-
mord has a rigbt to retain whatever counsel be may do-
sire ; but why does he not make bis desire known to the
Court V

It is difficult to tell wbat maybe tbo real feelings of
the prisoner in regard to bis <ase; but one little imidon t
which happened recently may in a ni *asure show that
he is not altogether so nonchalant as his manner would
indicate. Coroner Lmcii was visited by a certain parly,
who stated that Skidmore had expressed a wish that a
statement might be publlghod in tbe papers with refer¬
ence to tbe condttiou of his wife just previous to her
death, wbich occurred about eighteen months since. It
was rumored among many at the time that she bad died
from tbeeUrtcts of poison, and It is a fact tba after ber
deatn the Coroner was requested by some of her rela¬
tives to disinter tbu body. The Coroner, however, was
aware that tbo deceased had been attended by a promi¬
nent physician, who granted the usual death certificate,
and refused to have the body disinterred unless the
parly who made application to him would make
affidavit to the fact that the deceased bad b eo
the victim of foul play. This tbe relative refused
to do, and tbe matter was quite lorgotten by
Coroner Lynch until a day or two since, when he was
visited by the party who related eikidmore's dosire in
reference to tho statement ot Ills wifo's condition pre¬
vious to ber death. He referred bis visitor to tbe
physician wbo attended Mrs. .skidmore, but nothing has
yet appeared showing that ibis gentleman has been ap¬
plied to. This Incident, insignificant at) it may appear to
some, is regarded by othore aware of it, liowover, as

significant of the fact that the alleged suspicion sur¬
rounding bis wile's death might lead Skidinore to
believe that it would be brought up during the trial.
It is but correct, however, to say that tnis would hardly
nave any connection with tbe present case.
Bur ng yesterday bk id more was visited by a number

of lriends, but ia said to have been reticent with regard
to bis own case. He will make a strong effort to Lave
tbe trial postponed, but District Attorney Morris will
siiivetohave It take place, if not ty-day, during the
t lie presont term. <. v

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE.
Itie United States frigate Franklin, Captain A. M.

Pennock in command, intended for the flagship of
Admiral Farragut, arrived at tbl* port yesterday
moraine from Boston. Admiral Farragut will embark,
with all the officers of his stair. The Franklin is
expectcd to sail lor Europe by the 25th of this month
She will proceed direct to Cherbourg, and there Rear
Admiral tioldsborough will deliver to Admiral Farragut
the command of the European squadron, after whiah
the Franklin will proceed to the Baltic Sea, visiting seve¬
ral ports, and going as far east as Cronstadt. The month
of August and part of September will be, in all proba¬
bility, passed there, and ere winter sets in the Franklin
Mill visit England and France, and then proceed to the
Mediterranean. Admiral Farragut will probably have a
large addition to his fleet shortly after his arrival. The
Franklin should be visited by all who can spare the
time, as she is the finest wooden vessel in the United
States Navy.
The frigate Minnesota will be here by July 1, when

the majority of the graduated class or midshipmen.
about lorty-nine.will report for duty. These young
gentlemen go oat in this vessel to be shown a few ports
oi England, France, bpain and Russia, upon an experi¬
mental cruise, under command of Commodore Alden.
Une-tialf of the class will be assigned to the European
squadron, alter which the Minnesota will proceed to
Brazil and distribute the balance.
Rumor baa it that Commander T. S. Plllobrown will be

ordered to command the sloop ef war Quinnkbaugh, bow
ready at the Mew York Navy Yard ; also tbat Com¬
mander J. 8. Thornton has b-en assigned to the Kcar-
targe. The sloop of war Richmond will probably be sent
to the European squadron; atso the Contoocook, a new
vessel, now nearly completed. The sloops Semlnolo
and Nar/aganaett are ready (or sea. The Guerrlere will
stop at (his port for a few days ere leaving as the flag¬
ship of the south Atlantic squadron.
The Dunderberg is now lying alongside the ordnance

dock at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, where she went after
her trial trip with the French officers on board. Much
dixsatisfacuon has been expressed by them because
Captain Henry Anson, Chief of the Naval Bureau of Ord¬
nance, gave directions that her guns should not be
tired upon her trial trip. With the officers of the United
States Navy this is considered as a most proper order,
and had it net been issued assuredly Captain Anson
would havo been censured. Why should the French
officers be instructed in the handling of our heavy ord¬
nance, and that, too, upon Mr. Ericsson's latest and
most perfect pivot gun carriage ever Invented, an appli¬
ance which no nation in the world has succeeded >B
mounting save as? The guns, consisting of two llltecn
and sit eleven-inch pivots, will ba removed lrom the
Dumlerberg to-day. To transport the former from
her decks to the dock will be a work well worthy of na¬
val or other utlluers to witness, as the limited height of
her deck gives but little tpace to work and reauiroa nice
handling to accomplish tbs same. Now that
the Duudorberg Is told, and the papers have been for
the past two years lauding her to the skies, It will not
bo amiss to ?ay that she is entitled to bo classed as a
formidable engine of war only upon account of her ram ;
as io her casemates of iron, they are of a type which the
naval tnsitMU at Washington have demonstrated
easily crushed, and the smallest monitor carrying a fifteen
Inch gun would soon make her a wreck. Comparing tbe
Dunderberg with the Onondaga, tbe latter vessel Is In¬
finitely super.or for oflonelvo or defensive operations,
and will prove by far th>» most valuable vessel to the
nation 'hat has purchased her.
The United States steamer Winooeki was at Sk

Tbomax on the 2d Inst.
The United States steamer llonongahela arrived at St.

Thomas on the 30th ult., and sailed the same day for
Barbados.

WESTCHESTER INTELLIGENCE.
IimtovBMcxTS m Ysuras..The citisens of tbis

charmingly located township seem deternised to
Increase ss much as poeslbls the natural beauty of tbe
place by widening and Improving tbe grade of the
several avenues and drives which run through it.
Acting under this Idea, operations of an extensive char¬
acter are now being made towards thai desideratum. A
large number of workmen have been employed lor some
lime psst in carrylag out ibe proposed measures in
relation to the Kingfbiidge road and RiverdaJe
avenue. Tbe latter Is to be eventually extended
as fkr as Sing Sing, and will form one of the meet de¬
lightful and picturesque drives on the hanks of tbe
Hudson. Locust Hill avenue, lined on either side with
tbe villas aad chateaux of a number of tbe solid men of
New York, is also being thoroughly "reconstructed. "
Tbe ponderous " boulders " have been extracted, and
preparations are being made so tbat it may be paved,
several other streets are likewise receiving tbe same
attention.
Tub National Oabs..A match game between tbe

ralisade Club, of Took sea, and the Lone Star Club, of
Matteawan, Dutchess county, was recently played on

tbe grounds ef tbs former st Yonkers, and reeulted In
au eaay victory for the Lone Stan by a score of M to
to 37. A spirited game also came oil a few days siBce at
Mount Vsraos, between the l eas of that place and the
Surprise Club of Weet Farms, which turned out adversely
for the latter. Roth gamee were witnessed by a largo
number of ladies and gentlemen who maul reeled the
utmoet Interest in tbe playing.
Tmtows ntoa s Hoses. ¦ John Fegsn, a hardware

merchant at Yoakeca, sustained injuries of a somewhit
serious character, through having been thrown from his
horse while riding m rtmlt for Riverdale It appears
that shortly after leaving the village the horse euddealy
stumbled and fell heavily forward, crushing Mr. Fegan,
breaking his collar bone and tiresing him coaalderaoiy.
With much fortitude be maoaged to reach home, where

a surgeon was soon in attendance aad his injuries prop¬
erly cared for.

TElftNLE ACCIOtNT AT BAY NINE.
Two Children Pall ftera a Cspsla of a Hotel.

A shocking accident occarrad yesterday afternooa at
Bay Ridge, whereby two children, through tbe negli¬
gence of a nurse, will probably loee their Uvea. Tbe
facta of the oocurrenoe are stated as follows:.Rertdlag
at tbe Bay Ridge Hotel la a family front tbia city, con¬

sisting or a Mr. Archer, his wife aad three chiMree, oae
an Infant, the others a boy sad girl, aged respectively
seven and three years. Yesterday afternoon Nr. aad
Mm Archer went to church, leaving tbe chlldrea la their
room in the cure of a aurne stnployed for that purpose.
During their absence, however, the women, it Is sliMsd,
left the little ones alone la tbs apartment while ebe went
down suura to gossip with the ssrrsats ef tbe hotel. But
while she was lbus amusing herself tbs Uttk boy ead

Bsft tbe apartment, aad ssreaded a wladlng stairway
ng to a platform la a cupola or sbssmmiy oa tbe

roof or the boasa. Having ranched tbe top, however,
aad attempting to rstaraTfesth ef tbs eblMrsa Ml fleas
the platform at tbs cupola top to the fioor beneath. Tbs
girl struck on her bead, ftstdsrtag tbe skull ss badly
that tbs bratas oossd ost Tbs boy suffered severe
bruises nbost bis head serf Ml. Medical eSlts lis pi
wss promptly semmoasd. but at last acoouate the of
the girt was despaired ef, aad tbs bey was la a «wy

BAB BOOKS AND BAD NEWSPAPERS.
Sermon by Rot. ti. W. Woodraf.

A sermon was delivered lut evening on the itwj
named subject in the Seventh street Methodist Ep
church, by Kev. G. W. Woodruff, the pastor, in the
ence or a large congregation. The preliminary e«

consisted as aaual of pretty good tinging of hymns i
anthems, prayer and the reading of a portion of th|
scriptures. In the prayer the reverend gent
trusted that the great infiuonce* of the press, which
so often used for miicbtef, will be more used to the
vancement of the glory of the Saviour and His domlij
Ion.
The preacher took as bis text the nineteenth verse

the tenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, as f
lows:."And many of them brought their beolj
together and burned them."
The Reverend gentleman then proceeded to say thti

he wanted to speak of bad books and bad newspaper
In the days of St Paul those that bad bad books brongt|
tbem together and burned them ; and It would be we
for aociety if a grand bonfire wore made of ail the
newspapers, pictures, books ancf poems of the preset'
day ; all good people should become a police against
foolish and vile press and it is my work to say somothml
on the Bubjeet to-n ght. No class or men has a right tl
say wbat books shall or shall not be read. I wil
do no such tbing. Reading should be free. The Oaiht|
l.c church make.- a great blunder when she dictatoa «tw
shall and wbat shall not be read. I will speak and the
judge for yourselves. I would rather a eon of mio
should read everything than nothing. Wbat Is at thl
bottom of all Hie rowdyism of a large city, the gamin|
table, war and every evil? It Is the fact that there ai
so many among whom there is no reading. Though your
men may be wearied with long hours of labor they about J
find time for reading. I tremble for a young man tha|
does not read, or a young woman. Better read eve
thing than nothing. Give yourselves to reading. Al
book and a bad newspaper: I have now 10 show wha
these are. They are nearly all to be found in the reg!o:|
of Action. Some of the purest thou :hts ever conceiveJ
have been put in fiction; but this is no excuse for bsj
fiction. There are three classes of fiction.the good, thl
indifferent and the bad. All works of fictiofl
written to uphold truth aud virtue are good|
Some are In defeuce of temperance, of religion, The
should live. Rooks are liko men .bad, indifferent as
good. An Indlfferont man is lorgotten when ho die
just like mdifleront books that are milk and water!
good for nothing, without point or power. There is noil
enough of force in tbeso to be called bad. The bac
books and newspapers are those which throw a shade
over virtue and treat religion with contempt. These make
familiar with crime and excite the imagination.
are all bad. Reading these brings on a lever like eatlnijopium. The wicked publishers publish those to makj
money; no matter what conscquences they produce.
Such reading is bad. ruinous, dreadful. Reading lba]
familiarizes with crime is bad.murder on the seas, In
brothel, or such pictures of crime and vice. The
should only be recorded in the courts of Justice or the
dry columns of a newspaper. Finally alt reading thai
throws a shade over virtue or treats religion with con-|
tempt Is bad. In tho*e instances vice appears in blgt
colors, virtuo in sorkclotb, and religion is subjected (
sneers. Seduction, the theatre, private marriages, tbei
all glitter on the piges of these books. These are beralde
by advertisements Daring in tbe papers. These inl
famous papers indicate their character. Who wants tr
read such a book as the .-Mysteries of Paris" to knot
what it is T So bad work* of itotlon are known bjl
their title as well as If we waded through their pages ol|
impurity. I want to announce the reason why met
books should bo burned.destroyed. But it isamoal
frivolous reason. Think bow little time people
generally have for reading, and let thl> Jiour
stolen by bad books or newspapers, and what is the I
suit? They are lost. Such hours are gone and wi
lorever. Religious, historical and other books
would carry oa through the noblest thought and back
tbe very fountains of time, are passed over and r
known. Their beauties and tbolr information are wo
than lost to millions, whoso minds, instead of being
stored by tbem, are filled with the most poisonous or
useless sentiments. Fictitious reading is
robbery of time. Such books give us
idea of life. Home life and reality become
too tame. No man was ever represented in these books I
in poverty without being painted as wretched; nol
heroine or hero iu wealth without being hapDjr. Thee*|
do not teach us to do our duty at home like men i
natural. No, reality is too stale, too flat for roa
Such reading keeps down the intellect. The mint
thrives wben it thinks. Romance only excites, and
could point out any one who has been in tbe bsblt of
indulging in reading it constant! v. There is not a reads
of fiction who could say with St. Paul, " When
became a man I put away childish things." If the read
lng of fiction dwarfs the mind, gives false ideas of Ufa-
and steals away time, it should be condemned; but,
worse, such reading corrupts the heart. The heroes of
fiction are the thief and the gambler, and all wretched
individuals. We would not invite these people to our
homes. Yet the danger is nearly as great to read of
tbem, as they sre represented, as to bring them into ths
society of ourselves and our families. A young man one*
said he was awakened by the voice of God, bat bis
novel came np aud Blocked up bis heart, and hs was
lost, died without God. The Gospel has many obstacles
to overoome, but none worse than fictitious reading.*
This literature is not what it once was, a book litera¬
ture. It is a pbamplet and periodical newspaper
literature, as numerous as the leaves of the forest..
Fiotitious literature is taking place with th*
stage and ie similar in its influences; and
while It lives, can only be injurious to virtuo
aud morality. If we oould only see tbe mischief don*
by these books how we would wish to see tbem beraeo I
An only son of a widow once road the history of a
robber.the exploite of a successful robber.and b*
afterwards, when in prison, confessed that that boob"
was tbe cause of his misfortune. Take care of yourreading. Bo familiar no longer with bad hooka or had
newspapers, and may God bless you and take can of
yao. *

The reverend gentleman here brought his remarks to
a close, and after a prayer and the singing of th*
Doxology the services were concluded.

Tain Smtin1 OowrmcATiow Sch*ml.Thad Stevens
has written another letter explanatory of tbe one pub¬
lished a few days since. It reads as follows:.

LAj«r,isncR, May 21, IM7.
Dun Snt.We do not confiscate loyal men nor rebels,

unless they are rich; few men suffer, not enough, I
fear some innocent men will, I fear.

THADDKC8 BTEVENB ' '

MISfELLnNRorS.

An elegant assortment ok enolisii royal
Velvet and Brussels Carpeting. mHIKAM ANDKK.

SON'S, »o. 99 Bowerv, at roduirri prlcca; also Three-Plr
Ingrain and Venetian t.arpots, Rug'., M.iU, OlDce. Chunk
an<] Masonic Carpet*, embroidered Piano ana Table Covers,
Window Shades, at low prima; SUU) pieces of freak Cantos
Mailing*, while, checked and fancv, at Uc. to SOc. , by the
piece or yard. Look for No. MM Bowery.

ArcGENERAL VI KW or THE CASES IN WHICH
SOFT'S MALT EXTRACT BEVEKAOE OK UHALTII is
applicabler IN CAHE8 OK WEAENESS OK DIGESTION. (Proofs
of it* efficacy |.

Mr*. Amanda Kordoff, of No. 149 Wooatep
street. wrilei 'By mlTioe of inv |>hys1cl*o,
I)r. I'hanvesu. I hare taken HoCTa Malt
Eitract, and I can now partake of any kind
of food."

t KOB DYSPEPSIA IN GENERAL.
Mr. William Moller. of No. 6 West Twen¬

tieth street, write*:."I recommend eheer.
H0KF"8 fully HofTs Malt Extract to dyspeptloe; I

have never found such a splendid bev-
ernce "

». KOR A FOI L STATE OK STOMACH.
M ra. Dafferner. of No. 2B6 Rlvlngton street.

MALT writes ."My hu .tmn 1 has been entirely
rured of his disorder of the stomach.'*

4. KOR EXHAISTKD KKRSONS.
Mr phvslrian la In favor of It, and did not

EXTRACT, think that it conld disagree with his reedL

Crrr Dsserav. P. A. BEERB.
I KOR BODILY WEAKNESS.

t am, I fear, a confirmed Invalid have
used ale and t«nrter, Me., and no Medicine
seems to beneilt me ; but HolTs Malt Rj-
iract la Juat the thing I need.. Hartford,
Conn. Mrs. R. C. STEfHENSON.

«. IN CATARRHS ESPECIALLY OBSTINATE.
Mr. Welsh Edwards, of the New York

Theatre, writes to Mr. Hoff:."My wife ha»
been entirely cured of her aore throat by
the uee. Re. .

Prior 96 per doi«n. or 60c. single bottle*. Sold every¬
where Depot MS Broadway.

AR80LI TK DIVORCES OBTAINED IN NEW YORK
and statea where deeertlon, Br la so (Bolent cause; no

publicity or charge till divorce granted. Consultations fee*.
M HOWES. Attorney, 78 N aaaau street.

Absoluts divorces usually obtainbd i*
sny Male without publicity or (iposure ; good every¬

where. No fee charged until dlroroeis obtained. Consolta-
Uoo free. OBOKOE LINCOLN Lawyer, WNasw allrtl

ABSOLUTE DIVORCES OBTAINED PROM TH*
courts at this and other Statea with a* little peblidty

as legally possible; cruelty, deeertlon or drunkenness eaoea
aulhcienl W several of the Hisles

K. I. KINO, Counsellor at Law, MO Broadway.

A.OKKIOIAL DRAW IN OS OF THR KBNTCCKT
. State Lotteries.

iHTpcn*.smu cum 83 tvnu IMW .

- - ZJLJU'jMim * "

* ". ". ".."AWlWOevtagton, Ky.
¦sirrrarr «tat»-wtia ctA»e*f, jPv».

.» ** fka3fiCEv\B&
Pn«. .X l.f«.»¦«*. » *

RtCHMOBl>, No. 4 Cortlaeat stres*.

DB. BONB, 114 WBST SlCTyTH STRE^-SCBOF:
tils, eruptions, every ! *,kl" JU*y**r*

.very Instance; dlssseea at kmru lungs. Urn, kidaeya
treated successfully.

QOOSUVS ""SKtK'clsiS0"
lis Reeds street, New Tort

...T a. DANIELS, M. D.. BtTROEOB, IMM LRX-
Inetnn avenue.Abeolute radical cure without knife,

<*ii stlc. or detention fro® business for pllee, strict are,

C-«ooor.»3».iLi{n».>iiwMange. Charlotte Ktsess. Ac , with (real ease Dtree-

rBISRS CASH BP IN ALL LBOALISRD LOTTBB4M
"rWrrs,m, v

1M Broadway aud 148 Fulwn MM'. >


